EARL PALMER MINISTRIES

1 Thessalonians 5:11

Serving to Encourage and Build Up in Christian Faith

Summer 2010
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In Washington, D.C.

The National Presbyterian Church
Sermon Series )
{U®d t | dzf Q& DNIBI
to the Romans for Us Today

May 2- June 27

NPC Wednesday Night Series
Compass Points of the Faith: Our
Creeds and Confessions

April 28-June 24

Around the Country

Laity Lodge Leadership Weekend
Kerrville, TexasJuly 1418
Presbyterian Preaching Conferenc
St. Paul and the Cities He Loved
Zepher Cove, Nevada

October 1012

Christ Episcopal Church

Two Defiant Traditionalists Who
Believed in God: C.S. Lewis and
J.R.R. Tolkien

Greenwich, Connecticut
October 1517

Preaching at Wake Forest
University

WinstonSalem, North Carolina
November 14

First Presbyterian Church
Bellingham, Washington
December 12 & 19

Around the World

C.S. Lewis: For His Time and Ousrirst Church
Oxford, EnglandSeptember 913 | 9 Chiang Mai
Back in Seattle this fall:

The Kindlings Muse Podcast Amnuay Tapingkae,

October 4: 78:30 p.m.
November 1: 78:30 p.m.
December 6: B:30 p.m.
Theological Dialogue
October 5: 911 a.m.
November 2: 91 a.m.
December 7: 91 a.m.

pfe hsyrtgnl_Rsfg lation and Romans at The National Presbyterian Church

this past winter and spring. Revelation speaks about péweoth good and
bad. It is encouraging for me to read this last book of the Bible because it
makes clear that good power far outweighs the bad. This good power is strong
because the Lamb of God of Revelation 5 is the Lord Jesus Christ who holds

(th® &cioll of Hispory W Hig f&itBful hagdd. $VE Who trust Him have key roles to
play in continuing to make that story ours and to share it with our generation.
The book of Romans clarifies our task as it shows us how to be a Christian in
the turbulent world in which we live.

My Sundays this next year will be different as | conclude my time at The
National Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. | will really miss the
amazing people and new friends at this great church where | have been
privileged to serve since November 2008 as Preaching flaftesidence.

It does mean less cressuntry travel, but here is one more church that for
Shirley and me will always be our church.

e As Ilook forward to this next year with Earl Palmer Ministries, | welcome
Tony Whatley as the new chair of the Board. And | thank Scott Hardman as
outgoing chair for his vision initially in organizing this ministry and his
ongoing faithful encouragement. In September we will welcome a new face
for study assistant in Roderick Gellner, who is also a University of Washing-
ton graduate and active with The Inn at UPC. Daniel Triller, who has been a
colleague and friend as study assistant this past year, leaves in July to attend
GordonConwell Theological Seminary in the fall. May the Lord bless him as
he moves toward a call to ministry.

How grateful I am for the many people who are at work in the world to
bring people to faith. Time with Dr. Amnuay and Siree Tapingkae in Chiang
Mai, Thailand, was very inspiring for Daniel and me to witness what a differ-
ence their lives are making! Looking ahead, | am especially excited that Presi-
dent Philip Eaton from Seattle Pacific University will join with me as a
resource speaker during the Oxford Gathering. His leadership has had a
great impact on the city. What a richness for me to be working with such
people who are dedicated to living lives for the good. i Earl F. Palmer

President Emeritus
of Payap University
introduces Earl as
guest preacher

Sermon on
Philippians 4
with translator

May 2, 2010



Traveling South with Dad

As our ship, the  Corinthian Il | slipped away from the

tip of South America, | was totally unprepared for

what lay ahead. Dad had been invited by First Century
Voyages to deliver four lectures on the doctrines of
fcreationo and fAfree willod a
115 passengers through the islands and passages of

the Antarctic Peninsula. | told Dad jokingly before we >
l eft, AGood thing you picked

As it turned out, there could have been no better set-
ting for lectures on such weighty subjects. Over the

next 10 days we drifted in Zodiacs among other-

worldly ice sculptures, threaded narrow channels with
blue glaciers tumbling from ice -rimmed peaks to the
sea, visited old huts where researchers and whalers had passed melancholy winters, braved horizontal

show squalls, and took in the late -night Austral sunsets. Against this backdrop, Dad delivered his lec-

tures f at one point hugging the lectern as the ship plowed through the bone -crushing swells of Drake

Passage. We experienced albatross, petrels, orcas, humpback whales, leopard seals, crab -eater seals,

elephant seals, and, of course, penguins. Lots of penguins. We stood among them in their thousands,

in the orderly chaos of their rocky colonies. The Southern Ocean is full of creatures fi clinging to life in

their harsh environment. The i mmensity and fragile beaut
thoughtful reflections on Goddés creation, our freedom an
What an experience! i Jon Palmer

Earl and Jon in Antarctica

Frodo and the Ring, in Beijing!

This past April, by arrangement of the China Academic Consortium in Berkeley, Earl was privileged to speak

at the prestigious Peking University and Beijing Normal University on the works of C.S. Lewis and J.R.R.

Tol kien. Earl had the opportunity to speak to 400 F
The Chroniclesof Narsiand J . R. R. Toc
Lord of the Ringk stimulated many ques-

tions from the students who are not very fa-

miliar with these two significant writers. He

was also formally invited to lecture at Bei-

jing Normal University, Literature Depart-

ment. He helped the students to appreciate

how these classics are important for us to-

day, and he provided a different perspective

to which Chinese students had not been ex-
posed. Along with the large group meetings,

Earl met small groups of Religious Studies
students and discussed questions about
0good and evil .6 I n adc
of Chinese Christian university teachers giving them encouragement and providing them with directions on

how to deal with some controversial issues with which Christian leaders are struggling. With his humor and
warmth, Earl has given a special gift to the American Christian teachers who are teaching in Beijing with Edu-
cational Resources & Referral€hina (ERRC). i President Martha Chan

Q and A Time with Earl in Peking University




