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On Earlôs Calendar 
In Seattle 

The Kindlings Muse Podcast* 

October 5: 7ï8:30 p.m. 

November 2: 7ï8:30 p.m. 

November 30: 7ï8:30 p.m. 
 

Theological Dialogue* 

October 6: 9ï11 a.m. 

November 3: 9ï11 a.m. 

December 1: 9ï11 a.m. 

 

In Washington, D.C. 
 

The National Presbyterian 

Church Sunday Sermon Series 

ñThe Story Before the Grand 
Story: A Christian Understanding 

of the Old Testamentò 

September 13ïNovember 22 
 

And Also é 
 

Christ Episcopal Church, 

Greenwich, Connecticut 

ñC. S. Lewis: The Man, the  

Christian, and the Writerò 

October 16ï17 

Princeton Theological Seminary 

Alumni Lectures*  

October 26ï30 

Laity Lodge Leadership  

Weekend, Kerrville, Texas 

November 13ï15 

First Century Voyages*  

Antarctica: Expedition to the 

White Continent*  

January 26ïFebruary 8, 2010 

*Contact information on page 3 

From the Director of Music Ministries at The National  

Presbyterian Church... Isaiah writes, ñThis is what the high and lofty One 

says ï who lives forever, whose name is holy: I live in a high and holy place, but 

also with those who are contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly 

and to revive the heart of the contrite.ò (57:15) This prophetic oracle points to a 

prevailing perspective in Holy Scripture, that the God of the Bible is a very big 

God. If we take the Bibleôs message seriously, then this perspective focuses our 

teaching and preaching in sharp contrast to fuzzier, grainier, and arguably  

sub-biblical views. 

When I first heard Earl Palmer speak thirty-four years ago, he said the driving 

force behind his preaching and teaching is a commitment to letting the Bible 

ñmake its own point.ò It occurred to me then that behind this commitment was his 

faith that the Bible has a point worth making. I understood far less clearly then that 

any open, honest seeking of that point leads readers of Godôs Word to a broader, 

longer, deeper, and richer vantage than they might well have expected: Godôs  

immensity and intimacy intertwined in the emerging vista. 

Like Isaiah, those who come to know the Bibleôs ñbig Godò invariably are able 

to rest, not despair, in our relative significance. Itôs been said that the great thing 

about being God is you donôt need a lot of help. But God has chosen us for faithful 

and fruitful lives, with open-minded and open-handed authenticity to people who 

Iôve been thinking about é friends of the family, I mean those men 

and women past and present who have marked our lives for good, people like Karl 

Barth, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, C. S. Lewis, Martin Luther King, Jr. and Fanny 

Crosby. We all need friends like these to teach us, stir us up, and encourage us in 

our own discipleship as Christians. And there are friends within the family, too. 

They play the same role, only nearby. 

One of my encouragers this year has been Kurt Heineman, our EPM study  

assistant, who has traveled on several ministry visits with me and has edited our 

newsletter and also my sermons and articles. What a fine and talented young man 

Kurt is! He has a warm Christian faith; his humor and calm practical wisdom has 

enriched our ministry together. And now he leaves to study at Princeton Seminary 

this fall. In September we will welcome Daniel Triller as our study assistant for 

2009-10. As this first year of EPM is almost complete, I am personally grateful to 

the friends inside the family, too: to Nancy Holder, our part-time administrative 

assistant, the faithful board of directors, and especially my wife, Shirley, who has 

been the strongest supporter in this new era of ministry for me. ðEarl F. Palmer 



2 

Question and Answer with Earl  

Q: Briefly describe your first eight months in Washington, D.C. 
 

A: Well, this time has been a very fast moving and wonderful eight months because of the weekly assignment of  
preaching, Wednesday classes, and also meeting with people in the congregation and the staff. It has been a marvelous 

opportunity to be a preacher and teacher in this fine church and exciting city.  
  

Q: Can you share a way you see God at work in Washington, D.C.? 
 

A: I am grateful for the fact that expositional preaching has been welcomed by people who come from all kinds of  

backgrounds and all places in their lives and in their growth, young and old. It is heartwarming to see people get excited 
about the Bible, so that they share what they have seen to be the relevance of the text and that it helps them in their own 

Christian lives, especially in a city like Washington, D.C.  

Thoughts from the Office: of the EPM Administrative Assistant  

It has been a joy to work with Earl, Kurt, and the EPM board this first year of Earl Palmer Ministries. It is marvelous 

to witness Earl, a person fully living out his talents as God has entrusted. Most of the time, all I can say is ñwow.ò  

 My title at EPM is administrative assistant. According to the worldly standards, it would be easy for me to see my 
role as diminutive, doing work such as keeping the office in working order, processing donations, managing Earlôs  

calendar, etc. But thinking that these tasks are unimportant couldnôt be further from the truth. 

This year I stumbled upon an article of Earlôs (he is currently writing it) that has enlivened my understanding of a 
passage Paul wrote to the Corinthians (1 Corinthians 12). Paul speaks of the importance of looking at what we are a part 

of, not simply our part. The focus starts with the big pictureðfurthering Godôs kingdomðnot the small picture, where 

we usually begin with, ñWhat is my role?ò 

I guess this is why the Bible is called ñThe Living Word.ò Like the perfect weight added to a balance, it brings me to 

the point of steadiness. Words written thousands of years ago seem as though they were written just for me. 

 ñThe body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it 

is with Christ.ò 1 Corinthians 12:10-11. 
ðNancy Holder 

The National Presbyterian Church 

cross our paths. I remember Earl once saying that power for Christians is less a resource coursing through us than it is 

confidence in Jesus Christôs power to achieve Godôs purpose in us. His comment has long been directive, even  

corrective, in my life. Iôm so grateful for this, and for the gracious, winsome model of his long ministry in our Lordôs 

name. After all, St. Paul says itôs a name above every name. Together we really do worship and serve a very big God. 

ðMike Denham 

Continued from page 1... 

Q: What is a prayer request that you have for Washington, 

D.C.? 
 

A: While The National Presbyterian Church is in the process of 

finding a new senior pastor, we are praying for them that they 

will find the Lordôs person for that Church. I am praying espe-

cially for the staff who are serving the congregation, that they 
grow in grace and that they will have joy in their ministries.  
  

Q: Do you have a prayer request as you begin envisioning 

your second year of EPM? 
 

A: Pray that Shirley and I will find a healthy balance in all of 

the ministry obligations and family times that God has given us. 
May this bi-coastal mandate be helpful and blessed by the Lord. 



From the Pulpit on May 31, 2009, at The National Presbyterian Church  
0ÁÕÌ ×ÒÉÔÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÁÎÓȡ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÌÉËÅ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÓÔ ÏÆ Á ÂÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ 

×ÈÉÃÈ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÉÎÅ ÌÉËÅ ÌÉÇÈÔÓȟ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÓÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȱ ɉ0ÈÉÌÉÐÐÉÁÎÓ ςȡρυɀ16). At first glance the matchup 

ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÆÁÉÒȟ ÄÏÅÓ ÉÔȩ (Ï× ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ-century Christians, who Paul describes as children, to stand up in 

ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ .ÅÒÏȭÓ 2ÏÍÁÎ %ÍÐÉÒÅȩ 4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ Ô×Ï ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍȡ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÓ ȰÌÉÇÈÔȢȱ 9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ 

truth, and truth outlasts falsehood. In a scientific experiment, the truth wins out in the end because a falsehood 

leads down a false alley. This is why Paul uses the language of the mind to encourage us to think through the  

implications of our faith.  

3ÅÃÏÎÄȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ȰÌÉÆÅȢȱ 9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÉÆÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÆÅ ÏÆ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ ÎÏÕÒÉÓÈÉÎÇ ÙÏÕȟ ÈÅÁÌÉÎÇȟ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÈÏÐÅȢ /ÔÈÅÒÓ ÍÁÙ 

have the power of death, but you have the power of life. What a text for us and for our generation, to know that 

we can wager on truth and wager on life because of Jesus Christ, who validates the truth and gives us the life. 
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 *Contact information from page 1 
 

¶ The Kindlings Muse is a live event that takes place on the Uni-

versity of Washington campus at the Burke Museum café.  

The 1½-hour discussion is recorded and made available to 

download at www.thekindlings.com or www.earlpalmer.org. 

To attend in person, register online at reserva-

tions@thekindlings.com and provide (1) the name and date of 

the event for which you are registering, and (2) your name, 

number of guests, and the e-mail addresses of your guests.  

¶ The Theological Dialogue is a small group of pastors who meet 

once a month in Seattle. If you are interested in joining the 

group, e-mail nancy@earlpalmer.org. 

¶ For more information or to register to attend The Great  

Reformission during Princeton Theological Seminaryôs 2009 

alumni week, visit www.ptsem.edu. 

¶ To make reservations or for additional information about  

this travel program, contact First Century Voyages at  

(919) 381-5722 or visit them on the Web at  

www.firstcenturyvoyages.com. 

Kurt on the Road with Earl é In June I visited Earl for a week in Washington, D.C. While there I met a 

member of The National Presbyterian Church, and during our conversation, he mentioned that he was often labeled as a 

ñbiblical literalist.ò Not that he disliked this title, but rather he considered himself 

to be a person who takes the Bible seriously. This notion of taking the Bible seri-

ously has surrounded me this past year, and, on one particular occasion in Berke-

ley, California, it took a deeper hold on my heart and mind. In April, Earl gave a 

full day of expository lectures on the book of Revelation hosted by New College, 

Berkeley, at First Presbyterian Church. I knew the seminarôs topic prior to visit-

ing and could not imagine how in five to six hours Earl would be able to outline 

and go into great detail and depth about Revelation, including its themes and 

relevance to modern life. As most of my time has gone this year, it was a great 

surprise to hear Earl not only cover the entire book of Revelation but to help 

make sense of the grand text. Without a summarization (if I try, it would hardly 

live up to Earlôs exposition,) I found it extremely rewarding to look at Revelation 

as a whole rather than reading it piece by piece as I had in personal study time. 

Doing so helped me frame the whole of Johnôs message in context with my per-

sonal questions, such as Johnôs letters to the seven churches and his visions, 

which seemed hard to understand (why all the monsters?). With such a refreshing 

overview of the book, I saw how John wanted me to know not just what Jesus is 

going to do, but what he has done by his death on the cross and that wondrous act of love. As I move on, hoping to 

someday be a pastor as well, I will always remember the ways in which Earl taught me ñto take the text seriously.ò 

Earl lectures on Revelation in Berkeley 

October 5 

ñThe Defiant Traditionalist 

Who Believed in God:ò  
Orthodoxy, by G.K.  

Chesterton 

 

November 2 

ñThree Ways to  

Understand the World.ò 
One Day in the Life of Ivan 

Denisovich, by Alexander 

Solzhenitsyn 

November 30 

ñFanny Crosby: Americaôs 

Songwriter. Story of Her 
Life and Her Songs:ò  

Her Heart Can See, by 

Edith Blumhofer 

mailto:reservations@thekindlings.com
mailto:reservations@thekindlings.com
mailto:kurt@earlpalmer.org
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If you have questions regarding Earl Palmer Ministries and 

its events, or to schedule an event, visit www.earlpalmer 

.org or send an e-mail to info@earlpalmer.org. If you know 

of others who would enjoy receiving this newsletter or if 

you prefer not to receive this mailing, please respond  

accordingly by e-mailing nancy@earlpalmer.org. 

Earl Palmer Ministries 

PO Box 85117 
Seattle, WA 98145-1117 

Board of Directors 

Scott Hardman, Chair 

Richard Greiling, Treasurer 

Frank Haas 

Susan Hutchison 

Gordon Stephenson 

Tony Whatley 

 

Staff 

Kurt Heineman,  

  Study Assistant/Editor 

  kurt@earlpalmer.org 

Nancy Holder,  

  Administrative Assistant 

  nancy@earlpalmer.org 

206.524.3250 

Mission Statement 
 

EPMôs mission statement comes from 1 Thessalonians 5:11: 

ñServing to encourage and build up in Christian faith.ò These 

words from the Apostle Paul inspire our ministry of teaching, 

writing, and mentoring. First, we seek to mentor young theolo-

gians through our internship program and monthly theological 

dialogues. Live podcasts through The Kindlings Muse offer 

regular teaching and conversation for all ages to consider  

major Christian themes. And EPMôs wider ministry focuses  

primarily on my post as Preaching Pastor with The National 

Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. 

 
As we begin our second year, we invite you to share in this 

outreach with your prayers and your financial investment. To 

make a tax-deductible contribution, please send a check made 

out to Earl Palmer Ministries, PO Box 85117, Seattle, WA 

98145-1117, or electronically via PayPal at www.earlpalmer 

.org. On behalf of the EPM team, I thank you.  


